
Title, ECTS credits         

Internationale organisationer og folkeret I et flygtningeperspektiv  

International Organizations and International Law seen in a refugee Perspective  

5 ECTS = a total of 135 hours for the entire course (27 hours per ECTS credit). The course is 

evaluated by way of an oral exam (30 minutes in total) or a 48 hours written exam. The type of 

exam is optional for the student. The exam also includes 'Theories of International Relations' and 

'Political Change and Development'. 

  

Location 

Theories of International Relations syllabus, Global Refugee studies annex to syllabus 

7th semester 

  

Coordinator 

Steffen Bo Jensen 

  

Course Instructor 

 Jesper Lindholm 

Language 

English 

  

Objectives 

The objective of this course is to provide students with basic knowledge on refugee protection in 

international law. The course is organised as a seminar series around four themes:  

(I) Refugee Protection - Framework and Key Rights and Principles 

(II) Inclusion Criteria 

(III) Loss and Denial of Refugee Status, and  

(IV) Persons otherwise in Need of International Protection.   

The following issues are explored during the seminar series:  



 The interface of refugee law with public international law, including human rights and 

treaty law   

 The role of institutions such as the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) and the EU  

 Key refugee rights and principles of international refugee law, including introductory 

observations on the concept of asylum and refugee rights and with emphasis on the 

principle of non-refoulement   

 The 1951 UN Refugee Convention definition and complementary forms of protection, 

including the role of human rights  

 The concept of inclusion, loss and denial of refugee status, also introduced by way of a 

mock court case featuring a gender related asylum claim   

 Other topical issues such as ‘war-refugees’, Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) and the so-

called “climate refugees”.    

 The role of international refugee law in specific contexts, for example the ‘war on terror’ 

and the current ‘European refugee crisis’. 

 

This course interacts with ‘Theories of International Relations’ and ‘Political Change and 

Development’. The purpose of the three courses in conjunction is to establish an overview of 

theories related to refugees and forced migration issues from a political, economic and legal 

perspective. 

 

See syllabus, Global Refugee Studies annex  § 3:  

https://studieordninger.aau.dk/2018/11/629 

  

Course Activities  

The course is organised as a seminar series and consists of lectures, group work, exercises and 

workshops with a focus on generating and facilitating student participation.  

 

  

Academic Content and Conjunction with Other Courses/Semesters  

https://studieordninger.aau.dk/2018/11/629


The course is organised around four themes: (I) Refugee Protection - Framework and Solutions, (II) 

Inclusion Criteria, (III) Loss and Denial of Refugee Status, and (IV) Persons otherwise in Need of 

International Protection.  

This course interacts with ‘Theories of International Relations’ and ‘Political Change and 

Development’. The purpose of these courses in conjunction is to establish overview of theories 

related to refugees and forced migration issues from a political, economic and legal perspective. 

 

  

Scope and Expected Performance (1 ECTS corresponds to 27 work hours for the student) 

 

5 ECTS = a total of 135 hours for the entire course (27 hours per ECTS credit) 

Teaching hours: 16 hours (lectures and seminars)   

Preparation time before class: 5 hours  pr lecture (10 hours pr seminar) 

Exam (preparation and attendance): 20 hours 

 

  

Applied and Recommended Readings 

  

See seminar-platforms in Moodle and overview in separate file. 

Examination 

The course is evaluated by way of an oral exam (30 minutes in total) or a 48 hours written exam. 

The type of exam is optional for the student. The exam also includes 'Theories of International 

Relations' and 'Political Change and Development'.  

  

 

Title, ECTS credits          

Theories of International Relations (GRS) 

5ECTS 

The three courses on the 7th semester are evaluated in one 15 ECTS exam 



Location 

Global Refugee Studies 

7. semester 

Coordinator 

Bjørn Møller 

Course Instructor 

Bjørn Møller 

Language 

English 

Objectives 

  

Learning goals for the course: Theories of International Relations 

 

1. Students demonstrate understanding of different theoretical discussions about 

a. The Westphalian system and its alternatives 

b. Collective goods theory and its implications for refugee governance 

c. International political economy perspectives on forced displacement and migration  

d. Refugees, security and securitization 

e. Causal links between armed conflict and displacement 

 

2. Students demonstrate ability to critically reflect on different disciplinary and theoretical 

discussions and on their strengths and limitations 

 

3. Students are able to analyze empirical cases by relating them to theoretical concepts and relevant 

political contexts. 

Course Activities 

Lectures – QA sessions 

  

Academic Content and Conjunction with Other Courses/Semesters 

Learning goals for the course: Theories of International Relations 

 

1. Students demonstrate understanding of different theoretical discussions about 

a. The Westphalian system and its alternatives 

b. Collective goods theory and its implications for refugee governance 

c. International political economy perspectives on forced displacement and migration  

d. Refugees, security and securitization 

e. Causal links between armed conflict and displacement 



 

2. Students demonstrate ability to critically reflect on different disciplinary and theoretical 

discussions and on their strengths and limitations 

 

3. Students are able to analyze empirical cases by relating them to theoretical concepts and relevant 

political contexts. 

  

This course is linked to the other two courses on 7th semester (Intl. Organizations and Intl Law 

seen in a Refugee Perspective and Political Change and Devlopment Theories ). The purpose of the 

three courses is to give an overview of the theories related to refugees and forced migration issues 

from a political, economic and in relation to international law 

Scope and Expected Performance (1 ECTS corresponds to 27 work hours for the student) 

5 ECTS = a total of 135 hours for the entire course (27 hours per ECTS credit) 

Teaching hours: 4 seminars each lasting four hours 

Preparation time before class: approx. 20 hours 

Exam (preparation and attendance): approx. 40 hours 

  

Examination 

The courses of the first and second semester are collectively assessed with an oral exam or a 48 

hours written assignment.  

 

Title, ECTS credits          

Social Science Methodology - methods in social sciences and the humanities (GRS) 

5ECTS 

Location 

Global Refugee Studies 

7. semester 

Coordinator 

Steffen Jensen & Danny Raymond 

Course Instructor 

Steffen Jensen & Danny Raymond 



Language 

English 

Objectives 

Intro 

Methodology is central to the social sciences. Often, however, methodology gets reduced to what 

kind of interviews is employed and qualitative versus quantitative analysis. Social science and 

humanities methodology involves a range of different techniques like discourse analysis, household 

surveys, archival research, narrative analysis, ethnographic analysis to mention just a few. These 

are all distinctly different and can help us answer very different question. It is crucial that students 

(and researchers) constantly reflect on what the limitations and what the strengths are of each of 

them. This is, so to speak, the heart of the academic enterprise. While topics can be relevant and 

interesting, it is the methodological considerations that we engage in which constitute a given piece 

of work as academic or not. The objective of this course is therefore to ‘increase the 

methodological awareness and reflection in GRS student projects’. While we can talk of 

methodology in the abstract, it is best taught very close to practice – much in line with Problem-

Based Learning as the central pedagogical tool of AAU and GRS. Hence, in this course, we will 

make our point of departure the projects of 7 semester students who participate in the course. The 

specific aims of the course (the learning goals) then are to 1) help students and project groups to 

engage in methodological discussions and reflections; 2) be able to reflect methodologically on the 

works of others and 3) increase the level of methodological reflection in the written assignments. 

Form 

The course will be tied intimately to project work and analysis. It will feature student feedback, 

teacher feedback, discussions and lecture-style summations from the Method Course Coordinators. 

It will be organised in two overall slots: a problem-formulation/research evaluation slot and an 

analysis evaluation slot. Each slot will contain two seminars – one run by the Method Course 

Coordinator (6 hours) and one by the assigned individual/group supervisors (2 hours). Hence the 

method seminar series will count for 16 hours of presence.  

The students/groups are divided into 4 clusters of 16 students per cluster. The four seminars will 

take place during the project period respectively in the beginning and in the middle of the project 

period which will take place in week 45 (Monday-Tuesday) and 48 (Thursday-Friday) 

Problem formulation seminar: 

Week 45:  



In this slot (6 hours), we focus on the methodological implications of each group’s problem 

formulation or research question. We will try to unpack how one can answer the given question; 

whether the data required is available and what the methodological/conceptual implications are. 

The seminar will be a combination of student feedback (each group will be assigned to one other 

group while having to have read all research questions), lecturer feedback to each group, plenary 

discussions and lecture-style summations.  

Preparation for the seminar includes three tasks: 

·        Each group must write a 2 page synopsis outlining the research question and the 

methodological implications of answering this question. 

·        Each group will prepare  160 pages of literature before the seminar. While this literature may 

be methodological literature, students may also include analyses which resemble the methodology 

of their project.  

·        Each group must read the 2 page synopsis prepared by ones “fellow group” to be able to give 

a thorough feedback during the seminar.  

Both synopsis and list of literature must be shared with supervisor, coordinator and fellow students 

on Friday 1 November at noon. 

Outline of seminar: 

Preparation for seminar in groups, reading synopses of other groups (60 minutes) 

Introduction to seminar (20 min) 

Introducing Research question and methodology, group 1 (10 min) 

Feedback group 2 to group 1 (20 min) 

Feedback coordinator to group 1 (20 min) 

Break (15 min) 

Group 2 (feed back group 3) 

Break 

Group 3 (feed back group 4) 

Break 



Group 4 (feed back group 1) 

Break 

Plenary (what did we learn?) 

Summation by coordinator  

Week 45: 

Each group will conduct a two hour seminar with their project supervisor following up on the first 

seminar and discussing way forward.  

Analysis seminar: 

Week 48 

In this seminar, we will focus on the analysis and the methodology employed here. What can the 

material say about the research question? What are the limitations and where can the analysis go 

from here. As in the first seminar, the 4 student clusters (16 students) will meet up evaluating each 

other’s prepared papers containing a draft concerning methods of analysis.  

Preparation for the seminar will include two tasks: 

·        Read and reflect on the literature supplied by coordinator and supervisor. Two weeks before 

the seminar, the supervisor and coordinator will, based on the discussions in the first two seminars, 

compile a list of literature of 160 pages. The list will include methodological literature as well as 

analyses that might inspire the individual project analysis. It will be customized to each project 

group. 

·        Each group will write a 5 page (maximum) synopsis containing samples of analysis as well as 

methodological reflections on the analysis. 

The format will follow the format of the first seminar. 

Week 50:  Each group will conduct a two hour seminar with their project supervisor following up 

on the seminar previous held.  

Scope and Expected Performance (1 ECTS corresponds to 27 

work hours for the student) 



5 ECTS = a total of 135 hours for the entire course (27 hours per ECTS credit) 

Teaching hours: four seminars: 1: 6 hours; 2: 2 hours; 3: 6 Hours; 4: 2 hours  

Preparation time before class: 1: 40 hours; 2: 10 hours; 3: 40 hours; 4: 10 hours 

Examination 

The course will be passed with 80 per cent attendance, registered by coordinator and supervisor on 

attendance lists. 

Schedule and room for lectures: 

Seminars will be held in  

Room 1: FKJ10A, D, 3.132 

Room 2: FKJ10A, D, 3.133 

They areare scheduled to take place as follows: 

Week 45 

Monday 4/11 8:15-14:15 

Tuesday 5/11 8:15 – 14:15 

Week 48 

Thursday 28/11 8:15-14:15 

Friday 29/11 8:15 – 14:15 

Please reserve all 4 days in your calendar.  

The exact time you have to be present will be announced shortly after the group formation days. 

The schedule with room information is added below as a file. 

 

See syllabus: https://studieordninger.aau.dk/2018/11/629  

Course Activities 

The seminars will vary between lecture style teaching and practical exercises.  

Academic Content and Conjunction with Other Courses/Semesters 



Scope and Expected Performance (1 ECTS corresponds to 27 work hours for the student) 

 

5 ECTS = a total of 135 hours for the entire course (27 hours per ECTS credit) 

Teaching hours: four seminars: 1: 6 hours; 2: 2 hours; 3: 6 Hours; 4: 2 hours  

Preparation time before class: 1: 40 hours; 2: 10 hours; 3: 40 hours; 4: 10 hours 

 

  

Examination 

The course will be passed with 80 per cent attendance, registered by coordinator and supervisor on 

attendance lists. 

 

Course Description: Political Change and Development 

Theories 

Title, ECTS credits          

Political Change and Devlopment Theories (GRS) 

The three courses on the 7th semester are evaluated in one 15 ECTS exam 

Location 

GRS 

7th semester 

Coordinator 

Anja Kublitz / Martin Lemberg 

Course Instructor 

 Various-  see course plan 

Language 

English 

Objectives 

Political Change and Development” is the first of two courses that explore different theoretical 

perspectives on refugees and immigrants, and it does so from the perspective of refugee studies, 



social sciences, postcoloniality and anthropology. The second course is offered in the spring and is 

entitled “Culture, Identity and Politics”.  

 

The overall idea behind the two courses is that we start by gaining knowledge about historical, 

policy-, structural, normative and postcolonial dimensions when it comes to relations between the 

refugee, the nation-state, and the international community, before the spring-course focus more on 

the refugees’ own subjective experiences of conflict, flight and arrival. 

 

Theoretically, the two courses are designed to make students familiar with some of the 

fundamental disciplinary takes and discussions dominating the fields of refugee and forced 

migration studies, border studies and critical humanitarian studies in the fall, before the spring-

course moves towards more experience-near and phenomenological approaches. By giving an 

overview of the study of the complex relations between refugeehood and state-policies, the courses 

aim at equipping students with multidisciplinary tools through which they can engage in problem-

based learning processes. The ultimate goal is to qualify students to apply such methods to real, 

and complex issues relating to concrete refugee-related practices by a variety of national and 

international actors. 

 

At the practical level, Political Change and Development consists of four four-hour seminars, each 

of which explores and discusses a specific theme. The aim of the course is to introduce central 

concepts and theoretical discussions within this field and to build students’ analytical and critical 

skills (see also the learning goals). 

 

Format 

Each session lasts four hours, typically offering two smaller lectures delivered by the teacher, and 

also includes a break. The purpose of having longer seminars instead of only teacher-driven 

lectures is to complement the more traditional lecture-style with other formats like interactive and 

thorough discussions, presentations and student-exercises. Rather than one-way monologue that 

corresponds to reading a book, the seminars are dynamic and changing between learning-styles, 

designed to encourage dialogue and can be considered laboratories for improving analytical skills 

and interactions. Each seminar therefore consists of smaller lectures, student assignments such as 

student presentation and facilitated group work and exercises. The general study groups into which 

students have been placed at the start of the semester, will be utilized for these purposes. 

 

 

 

 

See syllabus: 

https://studieordninger.aau.dk/2018/11/629 

 

This course is linked to the other two courses on 7th semester (Intl. Organizations and Intl Law 

seen in a Refugee Perspective and Theories of International Relations). The purpose of the three 

https://studieordninger.aau.dk/2018/11/629


courses is to give an overview of the theories related to refugees and forced migration issues from 

a political, economic and in relation to international law 

Scope and Expected Performance (1 ECTS corresponds to 27 work hours for the student) 

5 ECTS = a total of 135 hours for the entire course (27 hours per ECTS credit) 

Teaching hours: 8 lectures and two guest lectures 

Preparation time before class: approx. 10 hours 

Exam (preparation and attendance): approx. 40 hours 

  

Examination 

The courses of the first and second semester are collectively assessed with an oral exam or a 48 

hours written assignment.  
 

 

 


