
 

Topical Seminars within Development and International Relations 

(GRS) Spring 2022 

Course Description (objectives, content, examination, etc.) 

Title, ECTS credits          

Topical Seminars within Development and International Relations, 5 ects  (GRS)  

The three courses on the 8th semester are evaluated in one 15 ECTS exam 

Location 

GRS 

8th semester 

Coordinator 

Tamirace Fakhoury 

Course Instructor 

 Various-  see course plan 

Language 

English 

Objectives 

Course Description 

Displacement is often conceptualized in terms of linear trajectories, entailing either movement from 

an origin to a destination country, return to the country where refugees fled from, integration in the 

country of arrival or resettlement to a third country. In reality, displacement entails complex pathways 

whereby refugees embark on multiple spatial and temporal journeys. 

      In yet another perspective, the so-called “durable solutions” that state and non-state actors craft, 

are supposed to resolve displacement. In reality, they don’t. In certain cases, rather, they lead to new 

forms of overlapping displacement(s). Also, states’ shifting policies from contain-

ment to extraterritorialization complicate refugees’ trajectories even further, generating protracted 

displacement. 

 In this course, we conceptualize displacement as a series of spatial and temporal journeys alternating 

between onward movement, waiting and protracted lives. We moreover look at the mutually reinforc-

ing linkages between refugee policymaking and overlapping temporalities and spatialities of dis-

placement. 



 

     After analyzing states’ governing styles and policy choices towards the displaced, we explore how 

trajectories of displacement unfold on the ground. We look at scenarios of displacement ranging from 

experiences of exile to return, re-return, emergency and forced returns, stuckness and ongoing pre-

carity. Last, we look at how refugees seek to govern their own trajectories and temporalities of dis-

placement. We also account for what incentives and background factors shape refugees’ desire to 

stay, return or move onward. 

Learning Outcomes  

1.        Explain the main theories and approaches that are used to understand and analyze the politics 

of displacement; 

2.        Understand key policy, legal and geopolitical characteristics that have shaped trajectories of 

displacement  

3.        Apply concepts in political theory and IR and relate them to contemporary case studies of dis-

placement 

4.       Compare and contrast theories on precarity and agency and their implications for refugee lived 

realities and future options 

Professional Skills  

1.        Develop policy-orientated research, presentation, and teamwork skills  

2.       Engage in group work and debates that are crucial to understanding diverse situations in the 

refugee policymaking and humanitarian field 

The format of the course will be four hour seminars combining lectures, breakout groups, student 
presentations and in-class debates. 

See syllabus: 

https://studieordninger.aau.dk/2020/23/1937 

 
Course Activities 

This course consists of lectures. 

  

Academic Content and Conjunction with Other Courses/Semesters 

The format of the course will be four hour seminars, each held by a dedicated teacher. 

 
Scope and Expected Performance (1 ECTS corresponds to 27 work hours for the student) 

5 ECTS = a total of 135 hours for the entire course (27 hours per ECTS credit) 

Teaching hours: 8 lectures and two guest lectures 

https://studieordninger.aau.dk/2020/23/1937


 

Preparation time before class: approx. 10 hours 

Exam (preparation and attendance): approx. 40 hours 

  

Examination 

The courses of the second semester are collectively assessed with an 48 hours written assignment.  
 

Mobility and Displacement (GRS) Spring 2022 

Course Description (objectives, content, examination, etc.) 

Title, ECTS credits 

Mobility and Displacement, 5 ects          

The three courses on the 8th semester are evaluated in one 15 ECTS exam 

Location 

GRS 

8th semester 

Coordinator 

Steffen Bo Jensen and Mads Emil Kjersgaard 

Course Instructor 

 By Steffen Jensen, Hans Lucht, Mads Emil Kjersgaard, Ahlam Chemlali, Tamy Fakhoury, Danny 

Raymond and Marlene Spanger 

Language 

English 

Objectives 

See syllabus:  

https://studieordninger.aau.dk/2020/23/1937 

 
Course Activities 

This course consists of lectures. 

  

Academic Content and Conjunction with Other Courses/Semesters 

The course is organized around the following narrative: people leave some place of origin and travel 

via roads and routes to somewhere new. Inspired by anthropologist Hans Lucht’s book, Darkness 

https://studieordninger.aau.dk/2020/23/1937


 

Before Daybreak (2011), the course will trace people in different settings as they move across space 

and time, as well as the structures and systems they must move through. While we follow the overall 

narrative of Hans Lucht’s book, we also question key assumptions about movement from poor places 

to richer places that dominate much discussion about refugees and migration. Hence, we look for in-

stance at those that stay around in megacities in the global South and those that go back or are re-

turned or deported. 

Corresponding to different stages of our conceptual journey, we explore a variety of themes which are 

surrounded by both academic and political debate: displacement and mobility, transforming world 

economies, mobility inducing conflicts, rural-urban migration, urban refugees, natural resource deple-

tion, border controls, labour recruitment systems, human trafficking, refugee flows, integration, as-

similation, diasporas and repatriation. In each session, we look at specific case studies which relate to 

central themes, and we set out to unpack the case studies by relating them to social, political, econom-

ic and historical processes and by applying theoretical concepts presented in the course. 

Lastly, we examine different theoretical approaches to describe and understand people’s movement at 

various stages of their journeys. We will explore specific analytical concepts, situate them in their 

disciplinary and theoretical contexts and test their application on case studies. We will also build an 

overview of larger bodies of academic literature relating to people who move, how these bodies of 

literature sometimes overlap and clash, and how they have implications for the ways in which we 

make sense of people’s movement or stasis. 

Student presentations 

For this course, two, announced groups will prepare a brief presentation of the main texts in seminars 

1-4. One group is acting as presenters and the other as discussants (see below). The reading groups 

are also intended to make it easier for you to handle the reading load. 

Presenters 

Prepare a 5–10-minute group presentation where you outline the central contribution and arguments 

of a given text(s). When preparing the presentation, you may consider the questions provided in the 

‘reading guidelines’ for each seminar and the ‘reading/presentation guide’ uploaded in the course 

room as well. 

 

Discussants 

The role of discussant group is to serve as commentator on the main texts for a seminar. This means 

to engage in a critical and constructive dialogue with the presented text (it can be the concept, the 

overarching argument or something else) and raise relevant questions. A way of doing this is to iden-

tify some issues (theoretical, methodological, analytical, ethical, etc.), and formulate 3-5 questions 

that will be directed to the class and the presenting group. It’s important that the questions are suffi-

ciently explained, motivated and contextualized. Tip: it’s a good idea to consult the different guides 

provided, draw upon experience and connect with readings from other courses.  

 
Scope and Expected Performance (1 ECTS corresponds to 27 work hours for the student) 

5 ECTS = a total of 135 hours for the entire course (27 hours per ECTS credit) 

Teaching hours: 8 lectures and two guest lectures 



 

Preparation time before class: approx. 10 hours 

Exam (preparation and attendance): approx. 40 hours 

  

Examination 

The courses of the second semester are collectively assessed with an  48 hours written assignment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Culture, Identity and Politics  

Culture, Identity and Politics , Spring 2022 

Title, ECTS credits          

Culture, Identity and Politics, 5 ECTS 

Location 

Global Refugee Studies 

8. semester 

Coordinator 

Anja Kublitz 

Course Instructor 

Anja Kublitz 

Language 

English 

Objectives 

Knowledge: Has obtained knowledge on theoretical and methodological approaches to studying cul-

ture, identity and politics in relation to forced migration. 

Skills: Can use the aquired knowledge to choose theories that suit its analytical purpose and can relate 

critical to these theories. Furthermore, can analyze, interpret and compare cases of forced migration.  

Competencies: Can reflect and argue based on a scientific foundation. Furthermore, can reflect criti-

cally on the use of culture and identity in analysis of forced migration. 

See syllabus: https://studieordninger.aau.dk/2020/23/1937 

https://studieordninger.aau.dk/2020/23/1937


 

 

 
Course Activities 

Lectures, exercises, group work, student presentations, class discussions. 

  

Academic Content and Conjunction with Other Courses/Semesters 

 “Culture, Identity, Politics” is the second of two courses that explore different theoretical perspec-

tives on refugees and immigrants from the perspective of political philosophy, social science and an-

thropology. The first course, “Political change and development”, was offered in the autumn 2016 

and started from a birds-eye perspective by investigating the relations between the refugee, the na-

tion-state and the EU.  In this semester we will zoom in on refugees own experiences and practices 

and on how these are constituted. Through the lens of cultural studies and anthropology, the course 

explores the relationship between culture, identity and politics from four different angles (there could 

be many more).  

First, we explore what we mean by culture by relating it to concepts of globalization, movement and 

ethnicity. Second, we study the intersections between two dimensions of identity, namely generation 

and gender, and investigate their relation to displacement and political mobilization. Third, we ex-

plore the cultural patterns of economy, exchange and reciprocity as a way to understand the underly-

ing dynamics of social hierarchies and livelihood strategies of marginalized groups. Finally, we take a 

closer look at violence and violent events and explore how we can analyze these phenomena among 

people on the move. 

         The aim of the course is to introduce central concepts and theoretical approaches within this 

field and to enhance the students’ analytical and critical skills by allowing time to analyse and discuss 

empirical cases (see also the learning goals). 

  

Format 

Each session lasts four hours including a lunch and a minor coffee break. The purpose of having sem-

inars instead of only lectures provided by the teacher is that we explicit want to support the students’ 

analytical and critical skills by allowing space for thorough discussions and student exercises. Rather 

than one-way monologue, the seminars are designed to encourage dialogue and can be considered 

laboratories for testing and improving analytical skills. Each seminar therefore both consists of lec-

tures and student assignments such as student presentation and facilitated group work.  

The students will be divided up into ten study groups of 5-6 persons. The purposes of the groups are 

1) to facilitate in-between class learning by being able to discuss readings with co-students prior to 

class and 2) to prepare a presentation of 5-10 minutes to each session and 3) to conduct group exer-

cises in class. Preparation and presentation will be done based on a set of questions to the literature 

that will be uploaded on Moodle.  

  

The course builds on theoretical knowledge which the students have gained from the courses 'Global-



 

ization` and 'International Political Economy'. . 

Scope and Expected Performance (1 ECTS corresponds to 27 work hours for the student) 

5 ECTS = a total of 135 hours for the entire course (27 hours per ECTS credit) 

Teaching hours: 4 seminars each lasting four hours 

Preparation time before class: approx. 20 hours 

Exam (preparation and attendance): approx. 40 hours 

  

Examination 

The courses of the second semester are collectively assessed with an 48 hours written assignment.  

 


